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ORA deposit licence

About this deposit licence

This deposit licence sets out the terms on which you may deposit any work in the
Oxford University Research Archive (ORA). This deposit licence does not apply to
the deposit of any data in ORA, for which you should read the ORA data 
conditions. A list of defined terms is included at the end of this deposit licence.

Please read this deposit licence carefully before depositing any work in 
ORA. By depositing any work in ORA, you confirm that you accept the 
terms of this deposit licence.

Ownership

You will continue to own any intellectual property rights you may have in any 
work deposited in ORA and nothing in this deposit licence prevents you from 
using or licensing others to use such work. Through this licence the University 
asks for permission to use a work deposited in ORA in order to preserve and 
make that work available to members of the public. The University is under no 
obligation to protect or enforce any intellectual property rights that you may 
have in any such work.

Permissions

By depositing a work in ORA, you grant to the University a non-exclusive, 
sub-licensable, worldwide licence to do any of the acts restricted by copyright or 
other intellectual property rights to the extent necessary to allow the University 
to store the work and make it accessible to members of the public online on or 
through ORA (or any electronic retrieval system that may replace ORA from time 
to time). This licence will be subject to any restriction indicated by you in the 
ORA deposit form.

RESTRICTION EXAMPLE 1 – A thesis or other publication may be subject to an 
embargo period, during which it may not be made freely accessible to 
members of the public online, and the University will respect that embargo 
period.

RESTRICTION EXAMPLE 2 – If you are unable to secure permission to use a third 
party copyright work in your thesis, you may submit two versions: one which 
includes the third party copyright and one which does not. The redacted 
version may be made freely accessible to members of the public online, but 
the full version will not be made available online until the expiry of the third 
party copyright.
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While the University intends to preserve and make works deposited in ORA 
accessible to members of the public, it may refuse or cease to do so where it 
considers this to be reasonably necessary. The University will take reasonable 
steps to notify you of any such decision.

Any person provided with access to a work in ORA will only be licensed to access 
and use that work for non-commercial purposes, unless you choose otherwise. 
You can choose in the ORA deposit form to make the work available under the 
default user licence or a Creative Commons licence.

Withdrawal of permissions

You may ask the University to remove any work that you have deposited in ORA, 
other than a thesis submitted to the University for examination, by submitting a 
request in writing to the ORA administration team. The University aims to comply
with any such request within 15 working days.

Any request relating to a thesis submitted for examination must be submitted to 
the relevant Departmental or Divisional academic authority for approval before 
the work can be removed by the ORA administration team. 

Please note that you may be asked to verify your identity to ensure that the 
request is genuine, and that the University will have no obligation to identify or 
notify any person who may have accessed the work before it is removed from 
ORA.

A searchable record of any work deposited in ORA will be retained after a work is 
removed. That record may include the title of the work, the abstract, the identity 
of the authors, and any known publication details.

Conditions

By depositing a work in ORA, you confirm to the University that you have the 
legal right and authority to deposit the work in accordance with the terms of this 
deposit licence and the work does not:

• infringe any intellectual property rights (e.g. copyright or database right) of 
any other person;

• contain any material which is defamatory of any person;

• contain any confidential information; or

• contain any material that invades the privacy or breaches the data protection 
rights of any other person.

If the work is the result of any activity sponsored, commissioned or otherwise 
supported by another person (e.g. under a funding or collaboration agreement), 
you confirm to the University that you have complied with all conditions that may
apply to the deposit of that work in ORA.
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If the work is a thesis that is the subject of an embargo on public access, you 
confirm that you have agreed the duration of the embargo in accordance with 
the University’s policies and procedures and that you have indicated the 
embargo in the ORA deposit form.

Definitions

The following definitions apply in this deposit licence.

• Data means the recorded information (in any format) necessary to support or
validate a research project’s observations, findings or outputs.

• Person means any individual or organisation.

• Work means any material (in any format) that the University may permit or 
require you to deposit in ORA from time to time. This definition excludes any 
data which is not incorporated into another work (e.g. data reproduced in a 
thesis or article).

• Third party means any person other than you or the University.

Contact us

If you have any comments or questions about this deposit licence, please contact
ora@bodleian.ox.ac.uk. The University is not in a position to provide you with 
legal advice, but it will try to answer your questions where possible.
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