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Abstract
This paper is a preliminary study of five refuse pits excavated in Chalcis (Euboea,
Greece), which included large amounts of pottery, 54 diagnostic coins and more than 35
ceramic moneyboxes of the Lombard/Venetian period. The coins relate to certain instances in
the history of Chalcis (and in fact of south-central Greece in general) and include a hoard of
37 rare coins of William of Villehardouin. The pottery reflects the economic and commercial
growth of the city, the vitality of its ceramic workshops, as well as the availability to the local
consumers of wares of various origins, qualities and values.
The rescue excavation conducted by the Greek Archaeological Service at 9
Mitropoleos Street unearthed seven refuse pits. Because of the restricted character of the
excavation, only five of them were dug up (Vaxevanis 2010). The pits contained large
amounts of pottery and 54 diagnostic coins of the 13th and the 14th century, which coincide
with the Lombard/Venetian period of Chalcis i.
Historical studies and recent archaeological research have shown that Chalcis
flourished already in the Middle Byzantine period (Kontogiannis 2012, with previous
bibliography; Waksman, Kontogiannis, Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2014; Waksman, Skartsis,
Kontogiannis, Todorova, Vaxevanis 2016). After the Fourth Crusade, the island of Euboea
was initially shared among three co-ruling Lombard families, the so-called terzieri. However,
power gradually passed under Venetian control, and from 1390 until 1470 (Ottoman
conquest) the republic of Venice directly ruled Chalcis and the entire island. Negroponte, as
the city now came to be known, is well documented in written sources, but information on the
building activity of the 13th-14th century comes mainly from excavated and standing structures
within the walled settlement, such as the Hagia Paraskevi Basilica and the so-called Bailo
House (Kontogiannis 2012: 32-39, 41, 43-45; Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2017: 594).
The refuse pits under discussion here were situated to the north-east of the medieval
walls, an area corresponding to the suburbs of the Lombard/Venetian and later Ottoman city
(see map in Kontogiannis 2012: fig. 1, no. 34). The pits appear today unconnected to any
structures, since only mixed layers of the 13th to the 19th century and the foundations of a
house of the Modern Greek period were unearthed above them. The pits were cut into the
bedrock and their depth varied from 1.50 to 3.50 m. (see plan in Vaxevanis 2010: figs 1-2).
Only pit no. 4 was more carefully constructed, with a built upper perimeter and plastered
walls, and seems to have been previously used for storage. All pits contained pottery of
similar composition dating from the Lombard/Venetian period (glazed tableware and
unglazed wares, including cooking, serving, storage and transport vessels), as well as other
domestic waste, such as iron nails, food remains (animal bones and shellfish shells), metal
and glass objects. Three of the pits (nos. 2, 6, 7) also contained coins.
Pits 6 and 7 were adjacent to each other, and their uniform ceramic and numismatic
composition suggests that they constitute in fact one unit. Their content reflects only one
event of waste disposal, which, based on the latest finds, can be dated to the mid-14th century
or a little later.
The stratigraphy of pit 2 corresponds to two different phases: an earlier one, which
occupied most of the excavated layers and belongs to the same period as the double pit 6-7;
and a significantly later phase, located in the upper part of the pit, whose numismatic and
latest ceramic material (e.g. a Venetian Renaissance Sgraffito bowl, see Skartsis and
Vaxevanis 2017: fig. 10γ) suggest a dating around the end of the 15th century.
Pits 4 and 5 did not produce any coins, but their content tells us a similar story as the
other pits: ceramics together with other waste were discarded ca. in the middle of the 14th
century; in pit 5, some material was added around the end of the 15th century.

The coins
The archaeological assemblage of the double pit 6-7 (Unit 1) and pit 2 (Unit 2)
includes a total of 54 diagnostic coins, which belong to six categories. These categories of
coins (and coin-like objects) are conceptual and chronological. Their distributions amongst
the two units are as follows:
Coin Category

Unit 1
(pit 6-7)
4

Unit 2
(pit 2)
7

1. Latin imitative trachea, ca.
1204-1210
2. Petty denomination issue of
36 (+1)
Achaia for Negroponte, ca.
1255
3. Petty denomination issue of
1
Athens, ca. 1285-1290
4. Denier tournois of Achaia,
1
1301-1304/6
5. Jettons of Italy/Greece,
2
earlier to mid-14th c.
6. Venetian torneselli, 1370s2
1410s
As has already been said above, Units 1 and 2 share a significant chronological phase
of usage and deposition. The corresponding coin categories are 1-5, which span the period
from ca. 1204 to the earlier or middle part of the 14th century. The earliest coins in both units
are a certain quantity of Latin imitative billon trachea, which were issued by the crusaders
after the conquest of Constantinople in 1204 (Fig. 1a). As for the latest numismatic finds, in
Unit 1 these are two coins of categories 3 and 4. The first (fig. 1e) is a petty denomination
issue of the late 13th century from the Duchy of Athens (William, or Guy II de la Roche),
minted in the period ca. 1285 to 1290 in Thebes mint (Metcalf 1995, type 4, shield). The
second (Fig. 1f) is a denier tournois of Philip of Savoy dating to just after 1300 (Clarentza
mint). In Unit 2, the latest finds within the main period of usage of the pit are two jettons
which are more difficult to date with precision, but which must have been produced in the
earlier to middle years of the 14th century. The first (Fig. 1g) is Tuscan, and combines the
arms of the Peruzzi family company (S in pearled circle) with that of an individual Filippo
Velluti who worked for their company (Vanni 1995: 68, n. 84, and 82-83, nos. 104-106). The
second (Fig. 1h) is probably Greek, maybe Achaian, and has a generic reference to a city in
the form of the lily (lily with four flowers in pearled circle/cross in a small pearled circle,
undecorated field). The first identifies a precise business interest in the Greek territory, the
second was possibly used for a specific purpose such as the payment of a small tax or fine in
an urban context. Whatever their original functions, such jettons were often turned into petty
cash ii.
Then, only in pit 2, there are coins of category 6. These are two torneselli of the late
14th-early 15th century, which, as has already been said above, together with the pottery of
the same stratum, help us to date this next event of waste disposal in pit 2. It should be noted
in this context that after the main production phase of torneselli, which ended in the 1410s,
very few fresh coins entered south-central Greek monetary circulation for the remainder of
the century. The numismatic evidence supports therefore a continued disposal of materials in
this part of pit 2 until around the end of the 15th century.
The most important numismatic find is included in the material of the first phase: 37
specimens of category 2 (Fig. 1c-d), 36 of which were found in the double pit 6-7 (Unit 1)
and one more, out of it but in its vicinity, are very rare indeed; in fact because of their
rareness we may surmise that these 37 coins originally formed a hoard. The coins belong to
the so-called petty denomination issues, which were produced by the main Latin states of
Achaia and Athens, at the respective Corinth and Thebes mints, in the middle of the 13th

century. Petty denomination issues are very common in certain southern Greek urban
contexts. Sometimes these issues moved around the area in line with military events, for
example the Achaian expansion into Lakonia, or the conflict between Achaia and Athens
which saw Peloponnesian troops enter Attica on multiple occasions in the 1250s. The issue in
question here is however quite different (the most recent overview can be found in Metcalf
1995: 249-250, type 11). For one, it is rare, beside the 37 found in the Mitropoleos Street
excavations, only 13 others are known from excavations for the whole of the remainder of
Greece, i.e. six from the Athenian Agora and seven from Ancient Corinth (Fig. 1b). More so
than all the other petty denomination issues of Athens and Achaia, it was minted in a clear
context and with a specific purpose in mind: on the obverse it has the abbreviation for
William Prince of Achaia, and the croix ancrée, a heraldic device which relates to the
Villehardouin family. On the reverse we read NEGRIP for Negroponte and a Roman III
united by arches, which represents the terzieri on the island. These Negroponte issues, which
were most likely minted at Corinth in 1255 or shortly thereafter, reflect William’s wars and
claims over Euboea in these years. More specifically, William’s authority over the island was
challenged when one of the terzieri died, and the other two arranged the succession without
his consent, despite the fact that William had received authority over the island from the Latin
emperor. In this, the terzieri were supported by the Athenian lordship and by Venice, and
during 1256 to 1258 William’s troops invaded parts of Attica, Boeotia and Euboea on three
different occasions, until 1258 when William was fended off for the last time by the
Venetians (Loenertz 1965: 249-253). The Negroponte issues, which state in a very obvious
manner William’s identity, were apparently used during these years for propaganda and/or as
petty cash for the troops. Unfortunately these 37 specimens are in rather poor condition, none
are completely readable and it would be futile to attempt anything like a die study, which
would be highly desirable in view of the rareness of the type in question in order to ascertain
its profile. The one complete specimen used to illustrate this paper had to be borrowed from
the Corinth Excavations (see above).
Amongst the numismatic material of Units 1 and 2, the most obvious hoard-like
assemblage are the 37 Negroponte coins which have just been discussed. It should also be
noted that the respective 4 and 7 Latin imitative trachea may also have been used and lost
together rather than being necessarily entirely independent losses. These coins came in large
quantities to Boeotia and Euboea especially in 1209, when the constitutional position of the
area was clarified by emperor Henry of Flanders. The practice of multiple storing of smaller
quantities of cash is also underlined by the presence of more than 35 broken ceramic
moneyboxes in Unit 1 (see below). The fact that all this material was then over the years
simply discarded in rubbish pits shows either that it had become useless, or indeed perhaps
offensive in the case of the Negroponte issues, or at least, much like modern petty cash, not
valuable enough to be overly careful about in a highly monetized society.
The pottery
Among the ceramics of the main period of usage of the pits we discern some earlier
types, which were common already in the 12th century, and some later types dating from the
period between ca. the mid-13th and the mid-14th century iii.
The earliest material includes many fragments belonging to the so-called main
‘Middle Byzantine Production’ (MBP), which consists of a variety of 12th-13th- century
glazed decorative types, such as ‘Slip-Painted’, ‘Green and Brown Painted’, ‘Fine Sgraffito’,
‘Incised Sgraffito’ and ‘Champlevé’. Although other cities manufactured similar wares,
Chalcis appears to have been a major producer of MBP ceramics, which served not only the
local market, but was mainly intended for export (Waksman, Kontogiannis, Skartsis,
Vaxevanis 2014). In addition, the unglazed pottery of approximately the same period includes
some amphora fragments of the so-called ‘Günsenin III’ type, which has also been identified
as local and seems to have been distributed around the Mediterranean and the Black Sea
through the same maritime network as the MBP ceramics (Waksman, Skartsis, Kontogiannis,
Todorova, Vaxevanis 2016).

Most of the pottery belongs to types dating from the period between ca. the mid-13th
and the mid-14th century. Italian imports include a few Protomaiolica fragments of the
Brindisi type (South Italy) and much more products of northern and central Italian centres, i.e.
some Archaic Maiolica fragments and a considerable number of Veneto Ware bowls (for
these Italian wares see Skartsis 2012: 44-48, 53). There are also a few bowl fragments
originating from Mamluk Syria or Egypt (e.g. similar to François 1999: 25-26, pl. 2, no. 39).
Sgraffito pottery includes a rare import from Cyprus (Paphos area workshop, see PapanikolaBakirtzi 1996: 207-209, pl. VIII, nos. 37, 40), while many bowls can be connected with
important centres in the northern Aegean region, including Constantinople and/or
Thessaloniki (Fig. 2a-c) and Serres (Fig. 2d) (see esp.: Papanikola-Bakirtzi, Mavrikiou,
Bakirtzis 1999: 125-127, 149-151, nos. 277-279, 314; Papanikola-Bakirtzi 1999: 188-242;
Waksman, Erhan, Eskalen 2009: fig. 3b, left).
In this period Chalcis seems to have been transformed into a regional centre for
pottery manufacture, producing ceramics mainly for local consumption, which were similar in
shape and decoration with those of many other centres around the Aegean. This is particularly
evident in the case of the sgraffito bowls with concentric circles, for which the chemical
analysis added Chalcis to the known production sites; it also identified, among our material,
an imported fragment belonging to the so-called ‘Novy Svet Ware’ (Waksman, Kontogiannis,
Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2014: 403, fig. 13d, no. 52). The sgraffito pottery also includes wares
whose origin remains uncertain at the moment. Their decoration often presents similarities to
ceramics reported from other sites, such as Thebes (Fig. 2e) (e.g. Koilakou 1993: 80, pl. 34β;
some similarity also to Papanikola-Bakirtzi 1996: pl. XII, no. 63) and Corinth (see Stilwell
Mackay 2003: 411, fig. 24.6, C-76-11a-d). We also discern a few bowls bearing the motif of
the bird, whose variants are known from some important production centers of the period,
including Constantinople, Thessaloniki and Paphos (e.g. Papanikola-Bakirtzi 1996: pl. X, XII;
Papanikola-Bakirtzi 1999: nos. 215-224; Waksman, Erhan, Eskalen 2009: fig. 3b, right).
Next to these highly decorated ceramics, local or imported, the pits also contained
many simpler tableware types. These include plain glazed vessels of various shapes and sizes
(Fig. 2f), as well as bowls and trefoil-mouth jugs bearing carelessly painted decoration in
green, such as spirals, curvilinear designs and stripes. On the other hand, there are unglazed
wares of various shapes (Fig. 3f-h), among which we discern a few closed vessels with
strainers on the neck (Fig. 3h). However, the most distinctive class of pottery, which has been
identified as local (Waksman, Kontogiannis, Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2014: 403, nos. 53-54, 5658, fig. 6a,c,e, 7b-c) and is abundant in our material, consists of partially glazed ceramics
(Fig. 2g-h). The bowls of these category present a general similarity to wares known from
other places, such as Corinth and Crete, but only as regards the careless application of glaze
(see Stillwell MacKay 2003: 412-413, fig. 24.7; Poulou-Papadimitriou 2011: 420, fig. 48α,β).
Chalcis’ material includes deep bowls of various shapes and sizes, as well as some other
ceramic objects, such as candlesticks and small double bowls for condiments (see Skartsis
and Vaxevanis 2017: 599, fig. 5στ-η). Blobs or splashes of green glaze are randomly applied
on their main side above a pinkish slip, producing a decorative effect. Bowls and other objects
are often very similar to fully glazed ceramics (Fig. 2i), probably because they are in fact
their cheaper versions.
The pits also contained many fragments of cooking pots (Fig. 3a-e). Their shapes
correspond to cooking pots known from other sites, whose dating span the period between the
early 13th and the late 13th-early 14th century (e.g. Sanders 1987: 179, nos. 21, 22; Bakirtzis
1989: 39-40, pl. 7.1, 4; Koilakou 1993: 78, 80, fig. 7, 19; Stillwell Mackay 2003: 418).
Although further research is required in order to distinguish local from possibly imported
items, it should be noted that Chalcis’ products with typological features similar to our
material have recently been identified at neighbouring Thebes (Baker, Daly, Kondyli, Larson,
Liard, forthcoming).
Finally, the most exceptional find is a large group of at least 35 moneyboxes, which,
in contrast to the rest of the material, were found only in the double pit 6-7 (Fig. 4). These are
small domed vessels of various shapes with a narrow opening for coins on the shoulder.
Macroscopic examination of their clay suggests that they are most probably local products.

Medieval moneyboxes have rarely been reported from other excavations in Greece; they have
never been found in large groups, while some of them are in fact small jugs re-used as coin
containers (e.g. Stillwell Mackay 1967: 277, pl. 65, no. 52; Bakirtzis 1982; PapanikolaBakirtzi 2002: 374-377). Chalcis’ moneyboxes are particularly important and also unique,
because they were found in such a large quantity and together with the coins, which provide a
secure chronological frame for their dating.
Conclusion
The pits unearthed at Mitropoleos Street were the result of one main event of waste
disposal, which took place at the mid-14th century or a little later. Most of them seem to have
been planned and constructed in this period, for this exact purpose. Then, disposal of waste
continued only in the upper parts of pits 2 and 5 until around the end of the 15th century.
The pits offer new evidence for the exta muros part of the city, where previous
excavations provided indications for the existence only of graves and workshops
(Kontogiannis 2012: 34, 45; Skartsis and Vaxevanis 2017: 595). The deposits consist of
objects from domestic contexts of the 13th-14th century, while one of the pits (no. 4) seems to
have previously been used for storage. This points to the existence of domestic structures in
the area, and indicates that the city had expanded outside the walls by the 13th century. The
lack of architectural remains in the restricted area of our excavation does not allow us to
connect the pits with particular buildings. However, we may propose that the pits were
constructed in approximately the mid-14th century for the disposal of large amounts of waste,
which were transferred from houses in the vicinity, and probably from other installations as
well including pottery workshops, as may indicate the discovery of tripod stilts (e.g.
Waksman, Kontogiannis, Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2014: 402, nos. 46-47) and of a clay rod among
the deposited materials.
The pottery of the pits provides a complete ceramic typology of the 13th-14th
century. On one hand, the discovery of ceramic types of the previous Byzantine era (local
‘MBP’ ceramics and ‘Günsenin III’ amphorae) supports the evidence from other places (such
as Corinth) and from shipwrecks that their production and use continued well into the 13th
century (see also Waksman, Kontogiannis, Skartsis, Vaxevanis 2014: 416). On the other
hand, the pottery reflects the wealth of the city and its commercial growth during the 13th14th century. The presence of high quality decorated tableware, local or imported, next to a
wide range of simpler ceramics reflects the integration of Chalcis in the Venetian maritime
network, the vitality of its ceramic workshops and the availability to local consumers of wares
of various origins, qualities and values.
The coins are also indicative of a wealthy urban location, which was extensively and
diversely monetized. Also, the jettons -a special type, which falls between petty cash,
accounting and payment method- are typical for only the most urbanized areas of medieval
Greece. Finally, the pits have given us a hoard of the excessively rare Negroponte military
and propaganda issues (of William of Villehardouin). Of course, what is interesting to us
might be meaningless to the medieval inhabitant of Negroponte, who found these coins either
useless or offensive and set them aside in the 1250s, condemning them to obscurity; and,
about a century later, they were mixed up with other rubbish and dumped.
Most interestingly, and again uniquely, the 35 ceramic moneyboxes from the pits give
us an idea of how the medieval locals may have stored some of their plentiful cash, and also
reveals the ability of the local ceramic industry to sufficiently cover all kinds of needs and
demands.
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Fig. 1. Coins: a. category 1; b. coin from the Corinth excavations; c-d. category 2; e. category
3; f. category 4; g-h. category 5, jettons.
Fig. 2. a-e. Sgraffito pottery; f. Plain glazed footed beaker; g-h: Partially glazed bowls; i.
Similar fully glazed bowl.
Fig. 3. a-e. Cooking pots; f-h: Unglazed vessels.
Fig. 4. Ceramic moneyboxes.

